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to canton and from canton to confederation,1 in exact
contradiction of the Fuhrerprin^ip;   it aims at the
spontaneous development of the citizen's personality
and responsible feeling.    As Dr. Strebel has* said,
democracy, because of its virtues, is the most difficult
form of government to work,2 but those who em-
phasize the difficulties condemn not democracy but
themselves.    To watch the Zurich cantonal election
campaign in that week in March when the Germans
completed the subjection of the Czechs was a consoling
experience.  There was vigorous struggle between the
parties, but not one in which any man could feel fear,
could  experience  the  degradation   of belying  his
opinions in order not to lose his job, his home, health
or life.    And with the struggle went a common
allegiance to the political principles which were being
trodden  underfoot  in  Prague.     The  Freethinking
Party and the Social Democrats, together with the
Peasants' Party and the  Catholics, were the chief
political groups, but they were all at one in their main
political  assumptions.    The  Freethinkers  and  the
Socialists had an old and very bitter quarrel over
finance, and the Socialists reproached the others as
reactionary.   Yet much of the Freethinking Party's
appeal to the electors might have been fully approved
by the Socialists themselves as an appeal to the world
against National Socialism.   "The essence of the form
of our state requires the decision of the people through
referenda and elections in commune, canton and con-
federation.   Therefore there can be no question of
struggling to obtain totalitarian power or to destroy
an enemy, but rather the effort to arrive at a rational
1 See Dr. J. Strebel, op. tit.* p. 18.                                    2 Ibid., p. 20.